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Most U.S. attacks are homegrown

Even if we do compare Islamic to all other
extremist ideologies, isn’t it plausible that
Islamic extremism has produced fewer
body bags in America simply because law
enforcement is more focused on it than on
other far smaller, less well-funded and
more dispersed extremist ideologies?

Tracking Mideast turmoil

Inner crisis
while fearing
The Other

L.S.S., BOSTON

With a homeland security budget of $38
billion I would think we could do a better
job tracking blatant threats made on social
media. It certainly is easier than trying to
capture data on every phone call that
Americans make. This has nothing to do
with free speech. People who make open
threats and espouse racist rhetoric should
be checked out.

Alan
Cowell
LETTER FROM EUROPE

TIM C., SAN DIEGO

DEAL, ENGLAND For centuries they

Fitzgerald was 44 when he died of a
heart attack on Dec. 21, 1940, at Ms. Graham’s apartment. It was left to Ms. Ring
to make all the mortuary arrangements
and to put his affairs in order.
She also corresponded with the critic
Edmund Wilson, a friend of Fitzgerald’s
who edited the unfinished ‘‘Last Tycoon,’’ advising him on the author’s intentions for the book. She communicated with Maxwell Perkins, Fitzgerald’s
longtime editor at Charles Scribner’s
Sons, which published the novel in 1941.
Frances Kroll was born on May 17,
1916, in the Bronx, where she attended
Morris High School. Her father was a
furrier. She later attended secretarial
school. In California, she married
George J. Ring, a Cadillac dealer, and had
two children with him. He died in 1966.
Besides her daughter, she is survived
by a son, Guy, and two granddaughters.
After Fitzgerald’s death, Ms. Ring became a story reader for Paramount and
a book reviewer. After her husband
died, she was an editor at Westways, the
magazine of the Automobile Club of
Southern California. She also appeared
in documentaries about Fitzgerald.

sailed to the south, conquistadors and
colonialists, wresting control of a continent’s riches and imposing alien ways
of faith and governance.
But, in recent weeks, watching the
inexorable exodus of migrants risking
their lives to cross the Mediterranean
toward Greece and Italy in leaky craft,
it is tempting to wonder whether the
tide has turned.
Now, it is the powers of Europe,
which once divided Africa between
them, that face an invasion likely to reshape their societies.
The presence of outsiders seeking a
niche in cosseted lands has long unsettled Europeans who boast of bigheartedness while protecting privileged
lives built in part on oil, minerals and
cheap labor from farther south.
But, more recently, xenophobia has
gathered new strength, displayed in the
rise of right-wing parties that oppose
migration across the European Union’s
open internal frontiers. It draws
The presence
of outsiders in strength from the
fear of The Other emtheir cosseted
bodied in the boat
lands has
people fleeing across
long unsettled the Mediterranean
from Eritrea and
Europeans.
Syria, Nigeria and
Senegal — colonialera creations overlaid with war, oppression, corruption or decline.
Just last week, voters in Denmark
dumped their center-left government,
shifting toward the far-right Danish
People’s Party, which, like the insurgent National Front in France or the
U.K. Independence Party in Britain,
had once defined a cantankerous European fringe.
And this week, European leaders, debating a plan to take in 40,000 asylum
seekers across the Continent, confronted a stark choice to determine the very
nature of their land. ‘‘If selfishness and
fear prevail,’’ the Italian prime minister, Matteo Renzi, wrote in The Guardian, ‘‘we risk losing the noble idea underpinning the European project.’’
At a time of wider divisions over
Greek debt and Britain’s discernible
shift toward leaving the European Union, the question is this: What purpose
will Europe serve if its successes are
measured exclusively by the narrow
self-interest individual states?
Here, on England’s south coast, history seems to offer one answer: It was
ever thus.
On the ramparts of the 16th-century
Deal Castle, built by Henry VIII to defend his realm against invaders, the long
snouts of old cannons point out to sea,
leading the eye across the placid waters
of the English Channel to France.
Again, this week, that waterway was
Britain’s bulwark against turmoil when
a wildcat strike by French workers
brought the port of Calais to a standstill. Tires were burned. Hundreds of
England-bound trucks ground to a halt.
Most alarming for many Britons,
some of the thousands of migrants
camping out around Calais scrambled
for hiding places in the log-jammed vehicles to cross the channel — the last
hurdle of an odyssey that, according to
United Nations figures, brought a record
150,000 migrants to Europe last year.
Arguably the south-north flow is one
more sign of the failure to build a new
order after the Cold War to contain divisions of belief, ethnicity and geopolitics.
Just last week, indeed, the United
Nations produced the startling assessment that the number of people pushed
out of their homes by combat, repression and unrest had reached a record
59.5 million — nearly 14 million of them
in the past year alone.
That enormous wall of human
misery stands behind those fleeing toward Europe, hundreds of them dying
in the process.
Much of Europe’s putative response
has focused on curbing human traffickers and turning back migrants with no
legitimate claim on asylum. But that
approach ignores what David
Miliband, the head of the International
Rescue Committee, called a broader effort to settle conflicts that force people
from their own lands.
‘‘By the time ships are pulling bodies
from the Mediterranean,’’ he said in a
speech last week, ‘‘it is too late.’’
In the 19th century, Europe’s industrialization fueled the imperial drive for
riches. In the 21st, the imperative has
turned back on itself, offering portends
of what Mr. Miliband called a ‘‘decade
of disorder’’ — if not much longer.

Daniel E. Slotnik contributed reporting.
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It is funny how perception obscures reality.
We cannot continue to keep our heads in
the sand and not confront the demons of
extremism. Tell me what is the difference
between white extremist and jihadist?
R. B., WEST PA LM BEACH, FL A.

Senate passes trade authority bill

The one thing that is clear is that the
American worker is most definitely not the
principal concern of this bill. Proponents of
the bill offer only a trickle-down benefit. …
But they don’t say how they are going to
prevent American industry, or American
consumers, from turning to China. There is
no explicit analysis of how this bill creates
jobs here.
CHARLES, CLIF TO N, N.J.

This is a defeat for democracy and another
victory for the corporate class that owns
our elected officials. How can our so-called
representatives vote for something that
they haven’t seen and agree to vote on the
final agreement with no possibility of
amendments or filibuster?
PAUL, LONG ISL AND, N.Y.

See what readers are talking about and
leave your own comments at inyt.com
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1915 Prussia Debates Food Supplies
LO N D O N There were stormy scenes in

the Prussian Diet yesterday during the
debate on the measures taken to provide
for the food supplies of the people during
the war. When Herr Wiemer expressed
the hope that no German would call for
peace until their enemies had recognized the right of the German nation
freely to develop all its economic resources, Dr. Liebknecht, the Socialist
leader, interacted the remark ‘‘We hold
other opinions.’’ Continuing, the speaker
said: ‘‘We wish to maintain the union of
the people intact. It is the most effective
means of realizing all our aspirations.’’
Dr. Liebknecht retorted, ‘‘Yes, the aspirations of the capitalists.’’

1940 Planes Swarm Across Britain
LONDON As Great Britain announced

the casualties from Monday night’s mass
air raid on these islands, swarms of German bombers swept across the North
Sea and English Channel again last night
and set air-raid sirens from Scotland
down to Brighton on the south coast. At
least three enemy planes were shot down
in south eastern Scotland where a large
number of bombs were dropped, The Associated Press reported this morning.
Heavy gunfire was heard in southern
England after the raiders were sighted.
Find a retrospective of news from 1887 to
2013 at iht-retrospective.blogs.nytimes.com
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The Warm
Festival 2015, a series of conferences, film
screenings and exhibitions on contemporary
conflicts, will be held in Sarajevo, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, from Sunday to July 4. Among
FROM REVOLUTION TO CHAOS

the exhibitions is ‘‘Discordia,’’ by the American-Spanish photographer Moises Saman,
part of a book project on his four years covering the violent transitions in the Middle East.
At top, Yazidi women stranded in the Singar

Mountains of Iraq waited for a rescue helicopter amid an assault by Islamic State fighters in August 2014. Above, a makeshift swing
inside a mosque that had been occupied by
Syrian Army forces in Aleppo, Syria.

Frances Kroll Ring, secretary to F. Scott Fitzgerald, dies at 99
BY STUART LAVIETES

Frances Kroll Ring, the personal secretary to F. Scott Fitzgerald for the last 20
months of his life and a longtime source
of information for biographers, documentary filmmakers, students and fans,
O B I T U A RY

died on June 18 at her home in Los
Angeles. She was 99.
Her daughter, Jennifer Ring, confirmed the death on Tuesday. She said
her mother had broken her hip in a fall
in early June and had had dementia for
more than a year.
Ms. Ring, who wrote about her experience in a 1985 memoir, ‘‘Against the Current: As I Remember F. Scott Fitzgerald,’’ began working for Fitzgerald in the
spring of 1939. In her early 20s at the
time, she had recently moved to Los
Angeles from the Bronx with her parents
and younger brother and learned about
the job one morning at Rusty’s Employment Agency on Hollywood Boulevard.
Immediately dispatched for an interview, she drove to Encino, where Fitzgerald was living alone in a bungalow on the
estate of the actor Edward Everett Hor-

ton. She was admitted to the house by a
maid and found Fitzgerald in bed, awake
but suffering from what he called a fever.
Unaware of his reputation as a drinker,
she did not question his diagnosis.
‘‘He was only in his 40s, but he was
fragile,’’ Ms. Ring told The Los Angeles
Times in 2009. ‘‘The kind you wanted to
help. He was very pale and had very
blue eyes, and he was a charmer.’’
Fitzgerald told her that he was looking
for a secretary who had no ties to the studios; he was planning a novel about Hollywood, he said, and needed an assistant
who would not gossip with movie people.
She began working for him right
away, and while she learned about his
drinking problem soon enough, she also
discovered that he was an orderly, hardworking writer motivated not only by a
desire to revive his literary career after
the early success of ‘‘This Side of Paradise’’ and ‘‘The Great Gatsby,’’ but also
by a need to make money. He was supporting his wife, Zelda, who was in a
sanitarium in Asheville, N.C., and his
daughter, Scottie, a student at Vassar.
The novel Fitzgerald was starting
was ‘‘The Last Tycoon,’’ a story informed by his years as a screenwriter at
MGM and based on the life of the pro-

ducer Irving G. Thalberg, Hollywood’s
idealistic ‘‘boy wonder,’’ who scorned
the industry’s commercialism before
dying in 1936 at the age of 37.
As Fitzgerald’s secretary, Ms. Ring
typed drafts of the novel and served as a
sounding board as he built the story,
tore it apart, then put it back together
again. She did the same for two other
projects he was working on: the Pat
Hobby stories for Esquire magazine
and a screenplay based on his short story ‘‘Babylon Revisited.’’
Always working with him at his home
— first in Encino, then in a garden apartment in West Hollywood, where he
moved in early 1940 — she also did errands and chores and cooked simple
meals for him.
Fitzgerald was not a difficult employer. In ‘‘Against the Current,’’ its title
taken from the lyrical conclusion of
‘‘The Great Gatsby,’’ she described him
as gentle, thoughtful and fatherly. And
although he had an affair with the Hollywood gossip columnist Sheilah Graham
while Ms. Ring was in his employ, she
said, he was a loner who lived frugally
and rarely ventured out.
‘‘I have a dark impression that lingers
— of a walk we took up the street at one

M. GROSSMAN/REUTERS

Ms. Ring was an important source of
information for biographers and fans.

day’s end,’’ Ms. Ring wrote. ‘‘I was going
to my car; he was going on to Schwab’s
drugstore on Sunset Boulevard, just a
couple of blocks away. He was wearing a
dark topcoat and a gray homburg hat.
‘‘As we kept pace, I looked over at him
and was chilled by his image, like a
shadowy figure in an old photograph.
His outfit and pallor were alien to the
style and warmth of Southern California
— as if he were not at home here, had
just stopped off and was dressed to
leave on the next train.’’

alan.cowell@gmail.com
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